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Economic Importance of Different Classes of Plants - Dr, Kavila Chahal

Chapter -4

CHARACTERISTIC FEATURES AND ECONOMIC
IMPORTANCE OF GYMNOSPERM

Nayantara
Assistant Professor, Kamla Nehru Girls College, Damoh,
Madhya Pradesh
E-mail : nainu2 ljan@gmail.com

Abstract

Gymnosperms are plants with a ‘naked’. or unprotected seed
Gymnosperms live in a vaviety of habitats worldwide. There are
(I{J["'U.l'i'ﬂtl(t‘/\' 1000 species of gymnosperms alive today, in four broad
divisions:  eyeads. ginkgos, conifers, and gnetophytes.  Many
Rymnaosperms are Irees. and some are economically important as a

source of timber and pulp Gymnosperms have been numerous roles in
various medicinal systems such as modern medicine. Jfolk and traditional
medicinal systems. Most gymnosperms are evergreen, woady peremials.

Keywprds : Gymnosperm, species, diversity, cconomic importance,
medicinal plants, ecological role,
AAR R RS

Introduction :
Gymnosperms are a group of plants that produce seeds that are
not containedwithin an ovary or fruit. The seeds are open to the air and
are directly fertilized by pollination “"Gymnosperm”, from the Greek,
gymnos, “naked” and sperma, “seed”, develop their seeds on the surface
of scales and leaves, which often grow to form cone or stalk shapes.
Term Gymnosperm was given by Theophrastus and study of
Gymnosperm known as a Gymnosperology. The gymnosperm is very
early known seed plants about 350 million years ago i.c. P:{l:feozwlc era
but flourished well in Mesozoic period, It has a very diversified path of

history of evolution within the group. Many species grew during this
H onger existed. Out of four modem

i vanished and no |
mtis::n commonly grouped as the Cycadales,' tl_1c Ginkgoales, the
Conifersles, and the Gnetales, two of thel.n'lgvmg members ﬁt\:
Ginkgoalesand theCycadales have long fossil history and may o
regarded as living fossil Early Mesozoic which is known as

46
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(A Centre for Excellence). Over42 years of teaching experience.

Sixty research papers and articles have been published in
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problems' in an International Journal Granthaalayah and has also
authored a book on 'Manual of Experiments in Biotechnology'.
More than 100 research papers are presented in International,
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Research Article Writing and Online Academic Presentation.
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for Sustainable Efficacious Development and Awareness (ASEA),
Rishikesh, India; International Best Teacher Award for 2016 by
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Society Amravati's, Science College, Nagpur, India.; Honored by
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Contribution in the field of Life Sciences by ASEA, Rishikesh India.
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